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2008 Legislative Agenda

Legislative Priorities:

1. Increase Funding to Vermont’s Tobacco Control Program
2. Support initiative to ban delivery based sales of Tobacco in VT  

Tobacco Use in Vermont:

Tobacco use causes approximately 900 Vermont deaths each year. It is the single most preventable cause of death and disease in Vermont, killing more people than alcohol, AIDS, car accidents, illegal drugs, murders and suicides combined.  An estimated 88,000 adult Vermonters (18%) smoke and sixteen percent of youth in grades 8 through 12 identify themselves as current smokers. Eight percent of 12th graders are daily smokers. One-third of all tobacco users will die prematurely because of their addiction to tobacco. Treating smoking-related illness in Vermont costs $233 million every year, $72 million of which are taxpayer funded Medicaid expenditures.  Smoking-related illness results in another $197 million in productivity losses each year. 

Overview:

Vermont’s Tobacco Control Program is based on proven strategies and brings together partners from multiple state agencies, The Vermont Tobacco Evaluation and Review Board, healthcare providers, local community organizations and businesses to coordinate program efforts across the state.  

Tobacco Control Program Funding:
Increased funding for Vermont’s Tobacco Control Program is necessary to ensure continued progress in the reduction of tobacco use in Vermont.  The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommend spending a minimum of $10.2 million annually in Vermont for a comprehensive tobacco control program. Currently, Vermont spends only $5.2 million of the average $27 Million it receives from the Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) on its Tobacco Control Program.  
The Coalition for Tobacco Free Vermont calls for an increase of $3.2 Million dollars in MSA funding to $8.4 million for FY ’09.  

Rationale:
This increase will fund a number of program improvements, including:

· Greater availability of free nicotine replacement therapy

· Expanding smoking cessation programs in mental health and substance abuse centers

· Creating a smoking cessation program targeted to pregnant women

· Improved programs for youth, community organizations and schools

· Expanded oversight of tobacco-related law enforcement

· Increased communication and public education

Facts and Background:

Vermont has made significant progress since the Tobacco Control Program began:

· The youth smoking rate has declined steeply from 31% in 1999 to 16% in 2005

· Smoking rates among adults have declined slightly, dropping from 21.5% in 2000 to 18% in 2006 in Vermont

· The tobacco industry spends nearly $36 million annually--$100,000 per day—promoting tobacco use in Vermont.  

· 20% of Vermont’s pregnant women smoke – the 4th highest in the nation 
· 40% of those receiving mental health services smoke

· 36% of low-income Vermonters smoke

· This recommendation is about one-third of the $27 million in regular payments that Vermont expects to receive from tobacco companies this year

Delivery Sales of Tobacco Products: 

Legislation to ban delivery sales of tobacco products in VT will deter the illegal sale of tobacco to underage youth as well as eliminate excise tax evasion.
Facts and Background:
· Increased sales of tobacco products over the Internet pose a major challenge to the efforts to reduce smoking.

· A drastic increase in Internet sites selling tobacco has occurred. In the late 1990s there were only a handful of internet tobacco retailers, now more than 400 Web sites currently sell tobacco products. 

· Internet tobacco sales are growing rapidly and accounted for 14 percent of the total U.S. market in 2005, according to a recent Prudential Securities report. 

· Kids as young as 11 were successful more than 90 percent of the time in purchasing cigarettes over the Internet and there was little effort to verify the age of Internet cigarette purchasers at the time of purchase or at the time of delivery, according to a study in the September 10, 2003, issue of The Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA).  

Three-quarters of all Internet tobacco sellers explicitly say that they will not report cigarette sales to tax collection officials, thus violating federal law according to the U.S. General Accounting Office. States lose as much as $200 million annually in uncollected tobacco taxes through Internet sales, according to a study by Forrester Research Inc., a private research firm.
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